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Theme: “Heads of State: Ancestry, Coats of Arms, and Flags”

COATS OF ARMS AND FLAGS —- THE PORTUGUESE CASE

Ricardo Charters-d'Azevedo (Portugal)

Summary (in English)

Portugal is a country that has maintained its territorial integrity and independence for over eight
hundred years, so it is interesting to see how the evolution of its flag and coat of arms reflects
the country's history, cultural identity, and political changes.

It provides a chronology and evolution of the national symbols and encourages reflection on
how these signs, used for over 8 centuries to identify Portugal, have become instruments of
collective memory, forming the country's flag and coat of arms.

CV: Electrical engineer. Researcher in Heritage and History of Leiria with more than 30
published books. Former university teacher, former senior official in the Portuguese and
European administration, Honorary Academician of the Portuguese Academy of History,
member of the Portuguese Genealogy Association and of the Association of the Historical
Nobility of Portugal. Grand Officer of the Order of Infante D. Henrique, ‘Personality of the
Year in 2012’ (weekly newspaper Regido de Leiria) and Gold Medal of the city of Leiria.



